September 7. 2025
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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS INTENTIONS

Live-stream All Masses on the West Sac OLG YouTube Channel

SUNDAY September 6  5:30PM vigi Devasia Sebastian
September 7 9 AM All Parishioners
11AM Sam Alaba +
Elsi Frugoli +
Marianne Talani-Robles  +
Linda Stewart +
MONDAY September 8 8:30 AM Erica Rivas (Birthday)
TUESDAY September 9 8:30 AM Harry Valencia (Healing)
Dede Ingel (Healing)
WEDNESDAY September 10 8:30 AM Roxie & Leonie Gianatasio +
Sister Claire Graham +
Charles Julian +
Kathy Mehler +
6 PM Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena
THURSDAY September 11 NO Mass
FRIDAY September 12 8:30 AM Faithful Departed

Free to Love
St. Paul must have understood today's Gospel very well. Like
Jesus, he knew what being a disciple would cost. It landed
him in prison. Yet he seems to have no regrets; he accepts
7 that imprisonment as part of his discipleship. Also like Jesus,
he is not afraid to ask others to take that discipleship
seriously. And he is not ashamed to ask a favor: Would
Philemon accept his runaway slave, Onesimus, back into his
home? Not just as a slave, but as a member of his family. He
shamelessly calls himself a prisoner for Christ five times in
the short letter (three times in our reading). If that didn't tug
Philemon’s heartstrings, Paul also calls himself an old man.

In the Gospel, Jesus talks about the cost of discipleship. Paul takes that a step further;
he reminds us to accept that cost freely. He could have ordered his friend to free the
slave. Paul was an apostle, a leader in the early church. Instead of giving an order, he
called on Philemon to respond freely to his request. Perhaps we can learn from that
example.

Like Paul, when Jesus commands us to love one another, he leaves us free to accept
that challenge. Remember, he always says, “Love one another, as | have loved

you” (John 13:34). Jesus was never compelled to cure anyone or forgive their sins. No
one ordered him to feed the hungry with loaves and fishes or raise Lazarus from the
dead. Yet how often do we go to church because we were told we have to? Do we vol-
unteer for the

picnic only because the pastor twists our arm? Or do we love Jesus so much that we
volunteer to help without being asked? Do we love Jesus enough to invite others to
follow him?

We can live life just doing what we have to. Or when Jesus offers us a new motive—love
for God because God loves us—we can choose to follow him freely. In John’s Gospel,
there is no Agony in the Garden. He shows us that Jesus chose to obey his Father and

willingly took up the cross. Let us ask the Spirit to fill us with the freedom to love.
(Tom Schmidt, Diocesan.com)

Welcome ta OUR LADY OF GRACE (“attholic Cliarch

Altar Server Recognition
Last week, Bishop Jaime Soto honored Altar Servers from across the
diocese during a special Mass held at St. John the Baptist Church in
Folsom. We are incredibly proud of all our dedicated Altar Servers who
serve with reverence and commitment.

A special congratulations to Jacob Cepeda, who was recognized as
Our Lady of Grace’s Altar Server of the Year! Thank you, Jacob, for
your faithful service to our parish and to the Lord.

Congratulations to Our Raffle Winners!

We are excited to announce the winners of our
Summer Hospitality Ministry Fair Raffle

Katherine Biala and Donna Rooney!

A heartfelt thank you to them and to all who participated. Your time,
enthusiasm, and support for our parish ministries truly make a
difference. We hope our winners enjoy their grand prizes, we

look forward to seeing more of our OLG community at next year's raffle!

St. Vincent de Paul Needs Your Help

St. Vincent de Paul is currently in need of beds and dressers to support local families in need.
If you have items to donate or would like more information, please contact Steve at
916-214-8174.

Thank you for your generosity!

Support Survival and Recovery Across the Holy Land:

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) reminds us that our “Church
mourns the terrible suffering of Christians and other innocent victims of violence in Gaza and
surrounding areas who are struggling to survive, protect their children, and live with dignity in
dire conditions”. The Holy Father continues to call for a cease fire and for aid to enter the
territory, noting with great sorrow that “Gaza is starving.” The situation in Gaza and across the
Middle East cries out for assistance of the Catholic community of the United States. Catholic
Relief Services (CRS) is working through local Church partners to provide food, shelter, cash
assistance, hygiene supplies, and care for people’s emotional well-being.

Parishioners wanting to contribute to these ongoing efforts may do so through
Catholic Relief Services:

¢ Online Donation: https://www.crs.org/donate/holy-land-conflict

SERVICE
Please help us reach our
Weekly Budget Goal of $4,271.00
Collection on August 17:$3,205.00
August 24:$2,978.00
August 31:$3,804.00

Prayerfully consider what you can give.

PRAYER

Pray for the sick, especially in our parish:
Sandra Garcia, Ron Moore, Emiliana Stoltz, Sonja Craighton,
Michael Vilhauer, Ana Ramirez-Palmer, Shirley Ching, Pacing McFeely,
Millie Centers and Linda Bianchi.

FORMATION
e Adult Bible Study meet on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m., except on the first of
the month. Please contact Ana Ramirez-Palmer for information.

HOSPITALITY

Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast - Coming Soon!
The Knights of Columbus are flipping pancakes and preparing for their
upcoming Pancake Breakfast! The first breakfast will be
Sunday September 21, 2025.

The Filipino Apostolate of the Catholic Diocese of the

Sacramento (FACDS):

2025 San Lorenzo Ruiz Fiesta Celebration

Join us to the 9-Day Novena leading up to the Grand Fiesta
Celebration in honor of our beloved saint.
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SEPT 11: THURSDAY SEPT 12: FRIDAY SEPT 13: SATURDAY
5:30 PM NOVENA/6 PM MASS 6 PM NOVENA/6:30 PM MASS 5PM MASS/6:30 PM NOVENA
St. Joseph Parish St. Basil The Great Parish Divine Mercy Parish
280 Oak Tree Lane, 1225 Tuolumne Street, 2231 Club Center Dr.
Lincoln, CA 95692 Vallejo, CA 94590 Sacramento, CA 95835

Rev. Fredhe Gucor (Pastor) Rev. Jovito Rata (Pastor) Rev. Eric Flores (Pastor)
SEPT 14: SUNDAY SEPT 15: MONDAY SEPT 16: TUESDAY
1 PM NOVENA/1:30 PM MASS 6 PM NOVENA/6:30 PM MASS 5:30 PM NOVENA/6 PM MASS
St. John The Baptist Parish St. Paul Parish Sacred Heart Parish
307 Montrose Drive 8720 Florin Road 1040 39th Street
Folsom. CA 85630 Sacramento, CA 95829 Sacramento, CA 95816
Rev. Giovanni Gamas (Pastor) Rev. Joyle Martinez (Pastor) Rev. Mark Richards (Pastor)
7 - SEVENTH DAY: /—m
SEPT 17: WED SEPT 18: THU SEPT 19: FRI

6 PM NOVENA/6:30 PM MASS 6 PM NOVENA/6:30 PM MASS 7 PM NOVENA/7:30 PM MASS
Our Lady of Grace Parish St. Maria Goretti Parish Cathedral of the Blessed S.
911 Park Boulevard 8700 Bradshaw Road 1019 11 Street
W. Sacramento, CA 95691 Elk Grove, CA 95624 Sacramento, CA 95814
Rev. Matthew Rappus (Pastor) Rev.Sylvester Kwiatkowski(Pastor) KRev- Michael O'Reilly (Pastor)

KID'S CORNER

The Little Ones Jim Burrows

CLING To JESUS,
NOT YOUR STUFF.

in Standard Bible ® (NASB), © by the Lockman Foundation,

nan.org

So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not
give up all his own possessions. Lk 14:33
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